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This book features:

Spid the Spider: Is having a day off

Spid is off to see his cousins and friends on his day off - but it doesn’t go as planned

FOR MUMS, DADS AND OLDER FRIENDS

Spid has twelve adventures in each easy read children’s book, designed to enable fathers to read to children 
primarily, as they normally leave reading to mothers, and my experience was that the books available were not 
exciting enough for fathers to read, so this is an attempt to build a market that mothers can also read, but fathers 

and others would find it easier to read to their children.

The stories are simple excitement, humour, with a moral and a guide between right and wrong. The length of the 
book is around 15-20 minutes, enough to get the child’s mind ready for bed.

They all have illustrations for children who want to read the book themselves and see and be the character.

© John Eaton 2020
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It was such a surprise when Bid and Herman came to 
see Spid and told him that there was a great mini  
holiday to Olivetti, a great country in Southern  
Eurospid, where they eat Pitza, Posta and 
Spagbollietti, whilst drinking Processo, and  Pertoni.

It was 5 days of looking at their history, seeing  cities 
like Pisaspid, Romaspid, Florenspid and  Venispid. Spid 
admired the female Olivetti's, all  dressed in black 
cotton dresses and looking very chic, they spoke with 
such a lovely Olivetti accent.

It was his best holiday ever. 

Until last year, he had  never been anywhere, and then 
began enjoying  holidays at home in Spidland, which led 
a dream  holiday to the ancient world, driving up the 
Internet Superhighway and not forgetting his trip to 
the  moon.

1



But this was great, so relaxing, fine food, great  
entertainment. It was just a shame that a very 
uncaring Olivetti Spid kept coughing without using a 
handkerchief when him and 100,000 others were 
watching motorsport at Monzspid, near Milanospid.

It was time to go home, Spid, Bid and Herman booked  
their flight back to Spidland, arriving at Milanospid 
Airport and the waiting for their passport and  
baggage check.

It was a hot day, Spid had a bit of a sweat on, so he 
drank a couple of bottles of ice cold Arachno-Cola 
light, which cooled him down for a while, and he knew 
the light version would not give him a bad tummy.

He did feel at times like he could not breath very well  
and thought that the heat with the excitement had  
been too much, and now he looked forward to going  
home.
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Bid was not looking too well either, she looked tired  
and pale, though Spid chose not to tell her as he did  
not want to think that by saying this, he would spoil  
her short break. Herman looked terrible, but then he  
always did, so Spid said nothing to him either.

Spid continued to cough into his handkerchief.

Everyone around looked at him as if he was ill, but 
Spid knew he was very fit, and  had never had a day’s 
sickness in his life, and he was not  about to start 
being unwell now.

Spid, Bid and Herman got to their seats on the plane, 
Spid was coughing, Bid looked like she had a  
temperature and Herman was now complaining that  
he had a shortness of breath.

They had been having such a good time that no one  
had told them about a nasty virus sweeping Olivetti, 
and other countries around the world.
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When they returned to Londspid Airport, two  officers 
were shining what they thought was a torch at each 
passenger. It was in fact an electric thermometer. 

‘Would you like to come with me’ sir, said the agent  who 
was dressed in a white body protection suit and wore a 
face-mask and gloves. Spid followed him.

The second agent stopped Bid and Herman. ‘Young  
ladyspid, you have a very high temperature, can you  
come with me please’. Then, seeing Herman grabbing his 
chest, they asked Herman to accompany hem as well.

They were all in a little medical room at the airport. A 
fully gowned nurse with face-mask and gloves stood 
there. She said nothing. Then a Doctor came in. He was 
also gowned, masked and gloved.

The Doctor said. ‘You all have just arrived back from  
Olivetti, I hope you had a good time, but now I have  to 
tell you that you have all contracted a new and very 
serious virus'.
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'This virus can make you very unwell. We do know that 
it can be caused by simply by a spid coughing or 
touching another spid, and there is a lot of coughing 
and touching where you have just come from.’

The nurse then said, ‘I am afraid you will have to go  
home and not speak directly to, or contact anyone else 
directly for 14 days’.

The doctor continued, ‘If you do contact others, you 
wmay pass the virus onto others and if they have 
another illness, this may make them very, very unwell 
indeed'.

Spid, Bid and Herman were shocked. After all, they 
had  been on the best holiday they had ever been on 
and had not felt ill until they arrived back at Londspid  
Airport. Bid turned to Spid, ‘This is your fault Spid, all  
that coughing has made us ill.’

‘No, said the Doctor, ‘Spid has had this virus for 2-5 
days, it is only now that the symptoms are showing’

5



‘You all need to go home, and stay away from other  spid's 
for 14 days, by then you should be free of symptoms, and 
can return to work. But you also must keep two metre's 
apart from other spid's to ensure the virus does not pass 
from one spid to another.

Spid spoke to Herman and Bid, ‘Look, it would be best if 
we all stayed at our homes, but we can be in contact with 
each by mobile phone and the Internet, sharing advice on 
cleaning chores and keep each other company’.

‘That’s a good idea’, said Herman. Bid wasn’t too sure,  
‘It's alright for you Herman, but Spid can be a really  
horrible when he has to stay indoors for a few hours,  let 
alone for 14 days without talking to anyone else, and he 
can be pretty grumpy on the phone,

‘But Bid’, said Herman, ‘I will be lonely in my own home and 
sharing time on the phone and Internet will keep me in 
touch with you and Spid, I do not want to be on my own’.

‘OK’, said Bid, ‘But remember, Spid can be grumpy, so 
don’t say I didn’t warn you’.6



The Doctor spoke, ‘When you get home, you must carry 
out a deep clean of your houses, covering every work 
surface with disinfectant, which will kill off the virus, 
and you must clean as you go, every time. I mean this, 
you must clean as you go’.

‘You also must wash your hands properly, just like  
doctors do when they examine their patients, so you  
must wash them for 20 seconds’.

‘You know Spid’, said Bid, 'if we can take twenty seconds 
from your Spid Rap song, we can wash our hands and  
sing, making it not just a must do job, but enjoy a bit  of 
music as well!'

Spid was pleased, ‘Yes, that’s a just good idea, just go to 
www.spidthespider.com and listen to the 'Spid Rap'  
song. Wash your hands whilst singing 'Spid Rap' and  
sing your bugs away!!!

‘I know a little poem that can also help’, said the Doctor, 
‘just listen, it's called, I Love to Wash my hands'.
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I LOVE TO WASH MY HANDS

I love to wash my hands,
from my wrist right down to my fingers, 
rub them up and down, round and round,  

until only cleanliness lingers.

I love to wash my hands with soap, then I rub 
them together, give them a scrub.

I watch the soap bubbles turn into lather,  
rinsing them clean with warm water after.

I dry them off,
with a clean towel or cloth, 

or if there is a supply,  
warm air to blow then dry.

When they are dry and clean,  
and no trace of bugs can be seen,

I must not touch my face, my eyes or my nose,  
then use an antiseptic wipe, after use, I dispose.
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The Doctor went on, 'I have a little ditty that helps 
you remember the five clean hand steps, it goes’:

WASH AWAY

Wet, lather, scrub, rinse and dry,  
then the bugs will say goodbye’.  
twenty seconds is all it takes,  

spread the word and tell yourmates,

'Very good', said Spid, have you got anymore'?
'Well, as a matter of fact I have, would you like to 
hear some more'.

'Actually Doctor, I am feeling rather unwell at the 
moment, and just want some peace and quiet', said Bid.

'If Bid was well, we would like to hear more, Doctor’, 
said Spid.

No one believed him.

said Herman, ‘but she is not, so can we go now’?
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‘OK, now you all have separate ambulances and they will 
take you home’, said the doctor.

The ambulance's will put on their ‘blue lights' and 'sirens', 
so they will drive speedily to take you all back to your 
homes. They were then taken back to their own home's.

As they got out of their ambulances, they waved goodbye 
to the workers, who they would never know or see again  
as they were gowned, gloved and masked from head to foot.

Spid, Bid and Herman were in touch from their mobile 
phones, Herman said  ‘I wonder if when they get home, 
that they would  frighten their dog. I mean, with all that 
clothing on, they would look like a burglar. Bid responded 
from her phone ‘No  Herman, they take it all off .

At last they arrived at their houses, Spid sat down and 
Skyp'd Bid and Herman. ‘We have to self isolate for two 
weeks, but we can still keep in touch using the Internet 
and our phones, agreed. 'Yes', said Bid and Herman.
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Bid then spoke over the Internet,' We will have to 
clean our houses from top to bottom, using an 
antiseptic disinfectant and using Personal Protective 
Equipment, which we will call PPE for short'. 

Spid responded with ‘That's good Bid, you can tell us 
what we need to do, and we will work separately but 
together to make sure we are all safe and virus free.'.

Bid replied, ‘Everything has to be cleaned and cleaned, 
all surfaces need to be wiped down, we are what they 
call, socially isolating, and if we do have to be seen by a 
doctor or a nurse, we will have to be socially distancing, 
keeping two metres apart from them'. 

‘You are clever Bid,'said Herman, I dont know how you 
remember all this information'. 'Bid continued, 'We will 
start with a deep clean of the bedrooms, we will need 
warm water, detergents,  antiseptic/disinfectants, 
cloth’s, plastic aprons, gloves and masks’.
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Bid was still giving out advice, 'Remember to clean off 
the dirt and grease, make sure the area is dry after 
cleaning, then dispose of the  mask, gloves and cloth. 
We can then start on the rest of the our houses.

‛Spid, Bid, and Herman gradually went through their 
houses making sure they were cleaning properly and 
safely.

By tea-time, they had had enough of cleaning, they 
had been working slowly but thoroughly on their homes 
cleanliness throughout the day.

Spid was still coughing, but washing his hands after, 
and using hand gel to clean his hands in between.

Bid took some medicine to lower her temperature  and 
used antiseptic cloths to wipe down any contaminated 
surfaces, used a damp disposable cloth to cool her 
down when she felt hot, disposing of the cloth's 
safely in a bin as she went along.
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Herman‛s chest was still tight, but he was fit and  
strong, so he was able to work through, even at a 
much slower pace.

‘What are you having for tea; Spid’, said Herman, who 
was feeling a bit peckish. Spid looked in his fridge, he 
had some tadpoles and bread. ‘I'm having Tadpoles 
on Toast’, with some honeybee glazing on top.

'I'll have some Locust Lasagne', said Herman, 'I am 
microwaving some from the freezer'.

‘‘I'll have some Fish Fly Fritters, said Bid, 'but 
tomorrow morning I'll have Grasshopper Granola for 
my breakfast, I can't do anything unless I have that 
in the  morning’.

‘I have 3 boxes of them’, said Spid, but I will have to 
order a delivery from Morrispids as I do not have 
much of anything else’.
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‘Now, what are we watching on television tonight’, said 
Herman, who was loved watching T.V.

They looked at the T.V. schedule. Bid liked the look of a 
tense thriller film on later. The others wanted something 
else, more relaxing, as it had been a horrible day.

‘I don’t mind what we watch, as long as there are no bugs, 
bacteria or viruses involved’, said Herman. ‘Preferably with 
furry animals that sing songs and do cartwheels’, said Spid.

‘Or some interesting programmes that can educate  us', said 
Herman.

Bid and Spid did not agree with Herman. ‘No, if we can't 
watch  what we want to watch, we are not watching  any 
interesting programmes, that's boring'! They both spoke at 
the same time.

‘Anyway, that interesting T.V. is a load of old rubbish’, said 
Spid, ‘does anyone watch those programmes these days'?

14



‘Now Spid and Herman,' sais Bid, 'on the Internet 
channels you can get wall to wall cartoons, cartoon 
films and lots of programmes that you can watch 
that make you forget about the world and its 
problems. They would be a good watch'.

Spid spoke into his phone, ‘I like cartoons, Tom and 
Scratchy, Jerry and Itchy, short, funny, fluffy and 
colourful'.

‘You can have a cartoon feature film like Toy  
Storage, or Madagastar’, said Herman.

‘Or there is Terry Tubbies, or In the Knights 
Garden, love them all’, said Bid.

Bid carried on,, 'I think I’ll watch Ant and Dex new 
series, I think  it’s called ‘Not much is happening, 
but we will make it look as if it is anyway', it is very 
popular, you know’.

‘Yes, said Herman, ‘or you could simply wait for the 
kettle to boil or watch paint dry’.15



‘There are some good things about being kept  
apart from other people,’ said Spid down the 
line to Bid and Herman, ‘you get to know each 
other better, you  have to be more able to get 
on, and make an  effort to get on.

‘When you get fed up with each other, you have 
to find ways of overcoming that’, said Bid.

‘And become a team, agreeing with things which  
you do not want, but accept them just the same, 
without complaint’, said Herman.

There was a knock on Herman's window, it was 
Charlie Crow, who had recently eaten one of 
Herman’s  legs for breakfast.

‘Herman, can you let me have another leg, I am 
hungry and I really enjoyed that leg, it was  
crunchy and full of goodness, - for me that is’. 
Charlie Crow gave Herman a big grin.
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‘No, you cannot’, said Herman, ‘I am not a snack for 
you to enjoy when you feel like one’.

‘And another thing, I have an illness, which means if  
you eat me, you will become sick and be very ill’. 
Herman was laying it on thick.

Charlie Crow flapped his wings and flew away, saying 
something like he wouldn’t touch Herman with a  
barge pole, or have anything to do with eating him  
again.

‘That’s fine by me’, said Herman.

By now they were twiddling their thumbs. They  
were only 2 days into the Isolation, and had another 
twelve days to go.

‘Anyone for Scrubble’, said Bid.

No one answered, just in case someone said yes!
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After five days, Spid was quite enjoying washing his  
hands, and listening to Spid Rap at the same time.

Bid also joined in the chorus and Herman mumbled 
something, though he sounded that he was in pain, 
you could just hear the word 'Spid Rap', or maybe 
he had indigestion. No one knew or were bothered.

After ten days, separately, in their own homes, they 
had watched every film, every T.V. show, played 
Scrubble, Moneypoly, Snakes and Lads, Clueless and 
Lido, World of Wartcraft and even Fortnike, had 
found Wally and tried to lose Super Maria.

They were two thirds through the Isolation, and  
Spid was coughing less, Bids temperature had gone 
down and Herman’s tight chest had eased.

Strangely, they started to realise that they get on 
well with each other. Sharing discussions and 
information on roles such as of cooking, cleaning and  
choosing the programmes to watch on T.V.
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Spid was thinking about what he was missing, he rang 
Herman and Bid.

‘You know Herman, I miss going down to Weatherspids  
with Bid, and meeting you both there, having a Spider-
Cider and a Waspburger and French Flies, listening to  
you and your stories, the jokes and you not paying for  
a round of Spider Cider’.

‘Come on Spid, I always pay my way, when did I ever 
not pay for my drink’, said Herman.

‘Just winding you up’, said Spid, ‘you know, just passing  
time. Isn’t it strange how the time together seemed  
so long ten days ago, but now there are only four days  
to go and I am going to miss you both’.

Bid was listening, and chipped in, ‘Does that mean that 
you are ready to marry me Spid’, said Bid excitedly. 
‘Well, no, said Spid, ‘I mean yes, and no. Yes, I would 
like to but no, as I do not have enough money to marry 
you yet, but I will do when I can afford it’.
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‘The main thing is that we get along and have gotton 
along, and that is something that we spid's find  
hard to do. It's OK to spend time with other spid's, 
but to commit to a lifetime is something else. Would  
you like some tea’?

Bid could see that Spid was going off the topic of 
marriage, and then said, ‘You know Spid, the word 
marriage contains two negative words’,

‘What do you mean Bid’, said Spid.

‘Well', said Bid, ‘It has the word Mar, which means  
to ruin or diminish or spoil, and rage, to have  
uncontrolled anger, and it has an ‘I’ and an ‘R’ which 
suggests that ‘I’ ruin 'R’ marriage with anger!’

‘Are you trying to make me feel guilty because I  
have not yet proposed’, said Spid. ‘No, it sounds like 
any normal marriage to me’. said Bid.
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The fourteen days were now up. Spid, Bid and  
Herman were well, and free to go their own way.

‘Back to work then Spid’, said Herman.

Spid noddded his head, 'Sure, I have missed work, 
and those workspid's who I usually don’t miss or 
think about, how about you Herman’.

‘Yes, back to the fields where the wheat grows, to  
toil the land and protect the environment. I have one  
less enemy today though, Charlie Crow will never  want 
to eat me again, and he will tell all his friend not to 
try, as they may get this terrible illness’.

‘‘You going back to work Bid’? Said Herman.

‘Got no choice Herman, if Spid isn’t going to keep me  
and I have to pay my bills, I have to go to work, and  
whilst I enjoyed my time with you both, but now I  
need some time for myself, see you soon’.21



 Spid went back to work. Herman went back to
work. Bid went back to work.

Later, Spid called Herman, Herman then called Bid and 
Bid called Spid. They spoke over the phone.

‘You know’, said Spid, 'I have been waiting to go back  to 
work for two weeks now, same as you Herman,  and you 
Bid’.

'What happens, I go to work, only to find it is closed as 
all the staff are off sick and in social Isolation  with the 
same virus that we had. They have all been sent home for 
two weeks, or longer, until they are all better’. 

Spid went on, 'We have been sent home for two weeks 
because we are well, so we have two extra weeks holiday, 
but we have to stay in, but we can enjoy ourselves!'

‘Fancy two weeks on the Internet and phone said Spid. 
Herman and Bid smiled. They had already taken their 
shoes off. 'Scrubble anyone?'
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I'm 
pulling 

Herman's 
Leg!!

Herman 
says 'no 
thanks'

Here's 
Charlie 
Crow with Herman's Leg



1  Spid the Spider: Is having a day off.
Spid is off to see his cousins and friends on his day off, but it doesn’t go as planned

2  Spid the Spider: Is doing his bit for the Environment.
Spid and his friends try to save the Environment

3  Spid the Spider: Is on his motorbike, like EasySpider.
Spid has a new motorbike, and is keen to learn to ride

4  Spid the Spider: Is going on holiday.
Spid is going to Spidwell on Sea, to see his uncle Sir Spidley Spidden, but does he get 
there?

5  Spid the Spider: Is off to be a Spidway Rider.
Spid takes a lesson in riding a Spidway bike, and ends up team captain

6  Spid the Spider: Is going to Spidmere Lake with Bid. 
A lovely holiday with his girlfriend but does it turn out that way

7  Spid the Spider: Is digging for Magic Money. 
Spid tries to make money by growing it on trees, but does he make money!

8  Spid the Spider: Is getting ready for Spidmas Day.
Spid meets Father Spidmas up his chimney, then has to do some work

9  Spid the Spider: Is trying to win the Cricket Cup.
Spid is in another battle to see who can win the Cricket Cup

10 Spid the Spider: Is visiting the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World. 
Spid is dreaming of Ancient times, and then fly’s off to that time

11 Spid the Spider: Is writing a song for a Happy New Year.
Spid and friends want to see the New Year in with his new song ‘Spid Rap’

12 Spid the Spider: Is Learning Spidology and Catching Robbers. 
Spid learns Spidology and with the help of his girlfriend Bid, and some Arachno-Cola, 
catches two hoody robbers!
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